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Shining Brightly, Bringing Hope:   
Community Support Surpasses 5 million pounds of 
food and $1M in donations in a 12 month period  

Inspired Cook for Many is  

Feeding a Hunger to Do More  

It started with a love of farming and cooking with  

fresh food; then a keen desire to share the harvest...   

Friends of the Food Bank 

community come to us 

with many gifts to share, 

and volunteer Ted Hudson 

is no exception.  Laid off in 

2004, he  sought us out 

because of a keen interest 

in ending hunger, and has 

become a valuable friend 

to us in sorting, cleaning 

and cooking in our facili-

ties ever since, even after 

going back to work.   

For five months, Ted and 

staff member, William  

Highlands Jr., produced over 1200 meals for the local 

Kids Cafés and other partner agenciesðcrucial help 

when we needed it most.  His efforts with the latest 

national survey, Hunger In America 2009 , gave him 

an opportunity to see what his work helps us to ac-

complish, and to meet people at our partner agencies .  

He traveled far and wide with us to sit with people, 

ask questions, listen, and take each story to heart.  It 

gave him ña chance to understand how real the need 

iséand to see the true face of hunger.ò    

Father of four, Ted takes great pleasure in his varied 

volunteer work at the Community Harvest Project in 

North Grafton and at Whitinsville Christian Academy, 

where his son is a student.  Ted thoughtfully shares 

that,  ñVolunteering at the Food Bank is a great way to 

contribute to the community...meet new people from 

all walks of life with similar concerns and hopes for 

those in need.  If you are having a marginal day, I 

canôt think of a better boost than spending a few hours 

at WCFB.ò  Our heartfelt gratitude, Ted, for all the 

work you do and the bounty it brings to so many!    
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Creating a Hunger-Free Community 

Hunger is hitting closer to home for many of our neighbors 

because of the recession, financial crisis, and long-term un-

employment.  Between July 2008 and June 2009, the 

Worcester County Food Bank and its network of 178 part-

ner agencies provided food assistance to 93,000 different 

people; a 13 percent increase from the year prior. 

As the Food Bankôs Executive Director Jean McMurray ob-

served, ñeach and every day the Food Bank receives phone 

calls and visits from people looking for help and people 

offering their help.ò Although these are challenging times 

with more people turning to us and our network of partner 

agencies for help, the communityôs support of the Food 

Bank has exceeded all previous levels.  

For the first time in Food Bank history, two milestones were  

achieved during the month of June:  an all time distribution 

record of 5.2 million pounds of food and over $1 million in 

donations from individuals for a 12 -month period.  

You and the greater community of individuals, businesses, 

foundations, schools, civic and faith organizations, as well 

as local, state, and federal government are the only reason 

why the Food Bank is able to respond quickly and effec-

tively to the ongoing need.   

Here are the yearôs highlights of your tremendous support: 

Over 9,000 individual donors made gifts ranging from 

$1.00 to more than $10,000 totaling over $1 million!   

361 local food donors, including 17 farms, whose remark-

able donations of non-perishable food and fresh fruits 

and vegetables, contributed to the overall health of 

93,000 people, more than a third of whom are children.  

Hundreds of dedicated and energetic groups and indi-

viduals volunteered over 5,000 hours of service!  Their 

commitment helps us provide safe and quality food to 

the community on a daily basis.   

Over 200 concerned citizens contacted their elected off-

cials through www.hungeractioncenter.org  to advocate 

for food and nutrition assistance programs such as food        

stamps that provide important  (continued on page 4) 
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Ted Hudson; father, cook, 
farmer, and  volunteer         

extraordinaire!  



Worcester Local First ôs 

campaign sponsored by 

Fallon Community Health 

Plan and Worcester Maga-

zine; Think Local, Thank 

Local raised 2373 pounds 

of food and $3000  in 49 

locations around Worces-

ter! L -R; Paul Fontaine of Liberty    

Movers, Lois Maitland Paire and Jean 

McMurray of WCFB, and Cliff Wilson of 

Worcester Local First. 
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Kudos to Hannaford  Bros. Supermarkets 

(above) for kicking off their 125th anniversary 

celebration with a corporate challenge to de-

liver emergency relief with a $20,000 dona-

tion to the Food Bank!  This began a $1M ef-

fort to help people meet essential needs last 

winter in their five state market area.   

Local heroes are     

popping up all over �²
business people working 

with their employers for 

impact within the local 

community .  Grainger 

employee, Hilary 

Wheeler (right, second 

from left), recommended 

the WCFB for a $10,000 

grant from the Grainger 

Foundation to aid the ef-

fort to distribute more 

food. 

Richard Pellegrino 

(left), Terminal Manager 

for Cargill Corn    

Milling N. A. , stands 

with Dir. of Programs & 

Operations Lois       

Maitland Paire to bring 

hope to many by naming 

WCFB as his divisionôs 

ócharity of choiceô with a 

corporate gift match for 

$2000.  Our sincere 

thanks for  recognizing 

the power in partner-

shipðwe applaud your 

efforts as you inspire 

others to reach out!  

Your 
Support 

Feeds 
SO 

Many!  

Eric Swanson and 

Cara Weismann 

(right) drop off food 

from UMASS GSBS 

Cares drive.  Collec-

tively,  UMASS held 16 

different food drives 

last yearðamassing a 

whopping 5,367 pounds 

in food drive donations!   

Jean McMurray (below) stands with DCU 

President Tim Garner and Boston Pops 

Orchestra Conductor Keith Lockhart to 

accept a DCU donation at the Popsô Holiday 

Concert in Worcester.  Our thanks for your 

gracious gift and chance to read óTwas the 

Night Before Christmas! 
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