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ñSnap Shotò of Massachusetts 

SNAP Caseload since 2000

July 2000: 220,500 participants

ïMA had worst participation rate in U.S.

March 2011: 810,700 participants 

ïMA is now in top 10!



Growth of SNAP dollars feeding 

Massachusetts Families 

Annual fed benefits received in MA in 
FFY2001: $ 175 M

Amount received in MA in FFY2011:    
$1.2 B - @ $100 M dollars per month!   

Economic stimulus: $1.73 for every $1 
SNAP benefits



Growth in Elder Caseload 2005-2010
through Mass SNAP Policy Options
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Growth in Elder/Disabled SNAP 

HHs Claiming Medical Expenses
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Standard Medical Deduction Policy Implemented 1/2008

Medical Expenditure Deduction Utilization

# of HHs utilized Medical Expenditure 
Deduction



Growth in SNAP HHs claiming 

Dependent Care Expenses
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Self-Declaration Policy Implemented 3/2007

Dependent Care Deduction Utilization

# of HHs Claimed Dependent Care 
Deduction



MA dollars to administer 

SNAP? One of lowest in nation!

USDA reimburses approx 50% of state 
admin funding

FY02 -2010, SNAP cases over 300%;
SNAP staffing by 32%

MA admin cost/case now 8th lowest in US
($23/case, lower than all states except MS, AL, GA, TN, 

WV, FL and SC).



SNAP caseload growth 

outpaces DTA staff



Every 1$ in state net admin 

leverages $50 fed SNAP ! 

ïSNAP worker = $50K state funding
Half reimbursed by USDA as admin costs

ï50 FS workers = $1.25M net state dollars

ï700 cases bring in @ $1M SNAP benefits 

ï50 SNAP workers processing 25,000 new SNAP 
cases = $55M more in federal EBT nutrition 
benefits 



Partnerships for Effective Advocacy

Congressional Delegation: Help with FNS waivers; 
protect against SNAP cuts/block granting

Mass Governor and Mass Legislature: Request sufficient 
DTA funding for SNAP caseworkers, training, offices

DTA management and union: Can highlight workload, 
urge Governor and Admin to appropriate funds.

Food Retailers: Assist with legislative and budget 
campaigns, promote promising practices

Community organizations: Advocate for funding, for 
better policies; do SNAP outreach.


