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National Anti-Hunger Organization’s Statement
On the 2007 Farm Bill Reauthorization

The 110" Congress will reauthorize the “Farm Bill.” That impont
legislation has a breadth and reach far beyond Americéubligral policy.
The Farm Bill also will reauthorize a number of nitritassistance
programs crucial to the health and well-being of somemoérca’s most
vulnerable people. The undersigned organizations compriggngational
Anti-Hunger Organizations (NAHO) are a coalition of tlaion’s leading
anti-hunger advocacy, food bank, and emergency feeding peg@anis
working to reduce hunger in the United States. The mend§édAHO,
representing member organizations in every State andr€ssional District
in the country numbering in the thousands, are united iaffbg to ensure
that the Farm Bill reauthorization provides adequate ressued program
policy changes that are necessary to reduce the sidlisgeroblem of
hunger in our country.

We are deeply concerned about the many people in our comesumhb,

for lack of resources, are not consistently able tdgnd on their tables for
themselves or their families. Indeed, the most recemAJSensus Bureau
survey of food security documents that more than 35 miiemple in the
United States live in households that face a constargglér against hunger.
Thus, it is essential that the 2007 Farm Bill address #ssjrg problem of
hunger amidst plenty by strengthening the nation’s food assesfaograms.

Our organizations’ top priority in the 2007 Farm Bill reautration is a
strong Nutrition Title that reauthorizes and improves thed=Stamp
Program, the nation’s first defense against hungerbalstiers the efforts of
the emergency food assistance system. We strongly urgée2007 Farm
Bill and the Fiscal Year 2008 Budget Resolution reflect tlhwgent national
priorities and ask you to consider the following recommendsitio

The Food Stamp Program, the nation’s first defense adaingfer, is a
crucial and effectiv@rogram that has nearly eliminated malnutrition from
the national landscape and helps prevent the problem of hunger from
becoming worse in our communities. Food Stamp Prograntipation
closely tracks economic trends, responding quickly to isesea need,
whether due to local or national economic circumstaocés disasters, as
seen in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

Food stamps help strengthen families and the American cortieswhere
those families reside—rural, urban and suburban. More&8gercent of
food stamp benefits go to families with children, allowihgir parents to
obtain food at grocer stores for meals at home. Mutheofemainder goes



to seniors and persons with disabilities. Through thematde use of Electronic Benefit
Transfer (EBT) cards, program utilization has beegastitined for transactions for consumers
and store clerks, and EBT has quantifiably reducedhbaces of program abuse.

Food Stamps pay dividends for consumers, food producersamdfasturers, grocery retailers
and communities. As food stamp purchases flow through grebeckout lines, farmers’
markets and other outlets, those benefits generate almdstdheir value in economic activity,
especially for many hard-pressed rural and urban comresiniisperately in need of stimulus to
business and jobs.

The Food Stamp Program’s basic entitlement structure musgain¢ained while greater
resources are provided to the program to more effectiighly iunger in our communities.
Areas for program investment include:

« Adequacy of BenefitMust Be Improved. The first step to reducing hunger in ti& Id
to ensure that everyone in the Food Stamp Program hasstheces to assist them in
purchasing and preparing a nutritionally adequate diet. Neftbexverage food stamp
benefit level of $1 per person per meal, nor the $10 monthlymamibenefit is
sufficient to help families purchase an adequate diet.di&iary shortfall negatively
impacts recipients’ health and impedes the ability ofdcéil to learn and adults to work.
Another key element to securing an adequate diet will benfindays to improve access
to affordable and healthful foods for food stamp households mricame
neighborhoods.

« Access to the Program Must Be Expanded. Too many people communities are in
need of food stamps but cannot get them. Only 33 percent aédipéen food bank
lines are enrolled in food stamps. Those people in needd but excluded from the
Food Stamp Program include working poor families with savstightly above decades
old and outdated resource limits, many legal immigraantd numerous indigent jobless
people seeking employment.

« Program Simplification an8treamlining for Caseworkers and Clients Must Continue
While food stamp outreach and nutrition education are rgakiportant inroads, these
efforts need more resources, and enroliments aredrachpy shortfalls in state
technology and supports. Too many eligible people—espewialiking poor and
elderly persons—are missing out on benefits.

In addition to the necessary improvements to the Food StampaRrdidpe 2007 Farm Bill also
will provide Congress with an opportunity to assist tiatfline agencies that deal with the
problem of hunger every day. The nation’s food banks, foottipgnand soup kitchens are
stretched to serve more and more people whose food steawvpsun out mid-month or whose
income and resources put them just above the food stampligighivieshold. Currently, more
than 25 million unduplicated people are accessing emergeadyainnually through food banks.
In any given week, some 4.5 million people access foodgfrpantries and soup kitchens
throughout the United States. Requests for emergendyaisistance are outstripping the
resources provided through The Emergency Food AssistancerGEFAP) and the
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). In TEFAP asomglus commodity
deliveries have declined more than 50 percent in the pastageghe same time that

requests foemergency food have increased.



Therefore, we urge the 2007 Farm Bill and FY 2008 Budget to isigggficant new resources to
make food stamp benefit allotments sufficient to real woeeds, to open eligibility to more
vulnerable populations, to connect more eligible people béttefits, and to adequately support

emergency feeding programs.

We are fortunate to live in a nation with an abundantvamiggd food supply. In the upcoming
Farm Bill reauthorization, we strongly urge the Congreslim ¢donnect more vulnerable people
with that food supply and move our nation closer to a hungerAmerica.

Sincerely,
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Max Finberg, Director
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David Beckmann, President
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Andy Fisher, Executive Director
Community Food Security Coalition

Michael Robitaille, Executive Director
The End Hunger Network
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H. Eric Schockman, Ph.D., President

MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger
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Robert Greenstein, Founder &ufxe®irector
Center on Budget and Pétiayrities
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Edward Cooney, Execulivector
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Meredith Dodson,ilm€p-Executive Director
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Pat Nicklin, Managing Director
Share Our Strength

Bill Ayers, Co-Founder&ecutive Director
World Hunger Year



